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In the 2016-17 academic year — what Sports Information Director Scott Goode called the “perfect storm of sports” — the football team won the GAC 
conference championship, men’s and women’s soccer won conference tournaments, the volleyball team won the regular season conference champion-
ship, men’s and women’s track and field won the conference meet, the women’s basketball team won conference and regional championships, and the 
softball team won the regular season conference championship.
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“This year has been a reflection of Harding as a whole,” 
former head football coach Ronnie Huckeba said. “You have 
to have a culture in place in your athletic program that tries 
to reflect the mission of the university. You’re not guaranteed 
to have a year like this one every year. But I believe we are 
at a place, culture wise, in our athletic department where we 
can expect to be successful. We are in a really good place, 
and I love it.”
It all started on Saturday, Nov. 5, when the women’s soccer 
team won their second straight Great American Conference 
championship by defeating Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University (SWOSU) 6-5 on penalties. 
“It was nice to have that championship win like that, es-
pecially for our seniors,” head coach Greg Harris said. “They 
are the class going out with two championships, and we plan 
on using that as motivation for next year. Right now we are 
looking to see who is going to step up and be the leader(s) 
next year. We aren’t trying to replicate what we did this past 
year or the year before. We just want to use each person to 
their strengths to try and make this team the best it can be.”
With this win, the Lady Bisons would qualify for the 
regional NCAA Division II tournament but would fall 
short, losing 3-1 to No. 24 Fort Hays State University. This 
conference championship kick-started a weekend where 
Harding athletics would win three GAC titles.
“All of this is just going to make us better,” Harris said. 
“We don’t talk about wins or losses, and it wouldn’t surprise 
me if the other teams did the same. We just want to focus on 
being the best we can be, and we just try to make each other 
better. It has been a phenomenal year with a great group of 
young men and women.”
Only a few hours later on Nov. 5, the Harding football 
team would win their tenth game of the season and seal 
the outright GAC title for the first time in school history. 
They did this by defeating Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University (NWOSU) 24-7.
The Bisons finished the regular season with an undefeated 
record of 11-0. This was Huckeba’s final season with the 
team, handing the reigns over to then-defensive coordinator 
Paul Simmons.
“If I had to sum this year up in one word it would be 
‘blessing,’” Huckeba said. “It has been a tremendous blessing 
to me, our team and to Harding. We had a lot of high points, 
and it would be difficult to try to name them all. It was a 
tremendous way for me to end my coaching career, and I feel 
very blessed to have been able to coach at Harding for 31 
years, and it was a tremendous year that I will never forget.”
After winning the conference and going undefeated, 
Harding had the opportunity to host its first ever playoff 
game against No. 20 University of Central Missouri. The 
Bisons would go on to get their first ever playoff win, de-
feating the Mules 48-31.
For the second round, the Bisons traveled to Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, where they took on the No. 4 University of 
Sioux Falls Cougars. Harding would have to come from 
behind in the fourth quarter, and was able to send the 
game to overtime after junior kicker Tristan Parsley kicked 
a game-tying 47-yard field goal with six seconds left. In 
overtime, senior linebacker Benjamin Shields intercepted a 
Bronco pass, and Parsley was able to convert a game-winning 
35-yard field goal on the following possession. This sent the 
Bisons on to the quarterfinals of the playoffs, where they 
would lose to the eventual national champions, Northwest 
Missouri State Bearcats.
Looking back at a record-breaking year in sports
see THEIR BEST YEAR, 1B
Arkansas puts two to 
death in one day, 2A
KALEB TURNER
student writer
As part of their final project of the semester, Advanced 
photography students are being challenged to “Elevate” the 
community through a photo gallery exhibition that opens 
today at 5 p.m.
Adjunct professor of communication Noah Darnell has led 
the students through the semester-long course and said the 
gallery is an effort to refocus on the power of a photograph 
to be permanent.
“Inspiration for this gallery came from a desire to exercise the 
photograph’s ability to be something important again: not just 
an impermanent thing to scroll by on a phone,” Darnell said.
As brainstorming for the gallery began, Darnell, working 
with junior Macy Pate who was leading the student effort 
as part of her honors college project, decided on the theme 
“Elevate,” which they felt would allow students creative 
freedom for the gallery.
“I presented three options to the class, and after some 
dialogue we came to the conclusion that ‘Elevate’ was the most 
positive way to approach the project,” Pate said. “It was helpful 
to hear everyone’s input, and together I think we came to a 
really good agreement — that ‘Elevate’ would be the way to 
draw in and connect with different parts of White County.”
In their gallery exhibitions, students use photography to 
elevate topics like rural public school systems, generational 
farming and leadership roles — all in White County. Darnell 
said the project has forced students into circumstances outside 
of their comfort zones and into real-world photographic 
scenarios.
“The safe projects often made within the Harding bubble 
are easy to find, repetitive and not outward-looking,” Darnell 
said. “To ‘go into all the world,’ we must actually go out the 
door, go off campus and go into the world in all that we do.”
Pate echoed Darnell’s expectations for students’ work and 
said the project presents a unique way for students to make 
connections in the community and learn to document stories 
that go beyond Harding’s acres.
“It’s almost like we have this ethnocentric way of looking at 
White County because we are told so often how great Harding 
is,” Pate said. “I think as part of our ‘community of mission,’ 
we need to involve ourselves in the outside community, even 
if we are only here for a short time.”
Darnell said the gallery will push students to think about 
the power of their work beyond a simple click of the shutter.
“Documentary work, art, photojournalism: there’s an 
assumption that they are done for a purpose,” Darnell said. 
“In that case, should we be expecting great change and earth-
shaking returns? Or should we be hoping that one photo 
reaches one person and they are uplifted? Or some other 
small truth quietly conveyed? I think it is this moment — the 
quiet moments we will never realize — that make work like 
this important.”
The gallery opening will be held in the Donald W. Reynolds 
Center for Music and Communication in room 124. The 
opening event will run from 5–7 p.m. today, and students will 
be on hand to speak about their respective topics. The gallery 
will run through Saturday, May 6. 
LUKE THEISEN
student writer
Fashion merchandising students enrolled in the Advanced 
Apparel Production course hosted a gallery in the Olen Hendrix 
building on Tuesday, April 25 and Thursday, April 27 from 
5 to 6:30 p.m. During the gallery, the students displayed the 
clothing lines that they have been working on all semester. 
Each student was required to create a mood board at the 
beginning of the semester, from which they drew inspiration 
for their clothing line, then design three looks and create at 
least one garment for each look.
“They’re all different levels of sewing skills,” Family 
Consumer Science (FCS) Instructor Rebecca Boaz said. “For 
some people it comes very naturally, but other people not so 
much. I want it to challenge them and to be rigorous, but I 
don’t want them to dread coming to lab every week.”
On top of the three required garments, each student needed 
to create one accessory from repurposed material.
“When I first started teaching this class, we didn’t do the 
accessory,” Boaz said. “And then there was so much focus in 
fashion on being green and sustainability and repurposing 
things that I decided it would be a good element to add in 
to this project.”
Junior fashion merchandising major Rylee Quintana said 
that one of the things she enjoys about the class is seeing 
everyone’s personality show in their clothing line.
“Everyone has such different style, and you can see it in 
the way they dress and it really shows in what they’ve created, 
too,” Quintana said. “Everyone’s line is very personalized.”
Junior fashion merchandising major Renee Dillinger 
based her clothing line on different elements from three of 
her favorite movies, including a pair of red pants based off of 
the red in the 1999 film, “American Beauty.”
“It was really cool to make something that I like and that I 
came up with, and it really pushed us all to be more creative,” 
Dillinger said. “It was really fun learning how to put all these 
clothing items together and being able to create something 
that was all mine.”
Boaz has been teaching at Harding for 11 years and said 
that they have been putting on the gallery for at least 15 
years. According to Boaz, Brandon Campbell, the producer of 
Little Rock Fashion Week, and another designer who shows 
at LRFW came to the 2015 gallery and afterwards asked if 
the students would want to show at LRFW. 
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This past semester, a group of professors and students 
came forward to speak out about their views and beliefs and 
restarted the Young Democrats after many years of inactivity.
The group first came to light around the ’70s. Associate 
professor of English and club sponsor Katherine Dillion 
was a member of the group in 1974 when it only consisted 
of three members.
“I wanted students to have a place to voice an alternate view 
to what we were seeing in the current Trump administration,” 
Dillion said. “So many of us are disturbed by what happened 
in the last election and want to do something about it at a 
local level.” 
There are currently 50 people on the Facebook page, 
30 of them identifying as members, while many others are 
interested. The Young Democrats strive to give an open 
voice to all Harding students and help them have a place 
here on campus. 
“As a liberal Harding student, I never felt that I had a 
place on campus,” junior vice president Will Hagerman 
said. “Slowly, I began to find like-minded individuals who 
embrace liberalism and Christianity.” 
The members of Young Democrats intend to start the 
2017 fall semester by having a membership drive and adding 
incoming freshman to the group. In addition to membership 
drives, they also plan on working with Harding Young 
Republicans in pursuit of allowing students to have a voice, 
no matter what they believe. 
“This is a very relaxed group and extremely welcoming 
and open to the views that people have on campus,” senior 
Morgan Draper said. “We have heard the concerns of the 
students, and we want students to know that though Harding 
is known for being more conservative-leaning, this is a safe 
place for conversation, and there is another voice out there. 
We are here not only to listen, but to give support to a view 
that is often hidden away.”
One of the group’s major goals is to become more involved 
in the Harding community. With hashtags being so popular 
in today’s culture, the Harding Young Democrats are using 
one of their own to spread the word about their club. They 
are using #breakthestigma to inform Harding students that it 
is possible to be liberal or Democrat and still be a Christian.
 “We hope to be a strong organizational presence on 
campus to represent another view than the current U.S. 
administration represents,” Dillion said. “We want to stand 
up for the rights of the underrepresented and model an 
example of decency, fairness, and intellectual engagement 
with the issues.”
To get more involved with Young Democrats, you can join 
the Facebook page Young Democrats at Harding University, or 
email kdillion@harding.edu. The Harding Young Democrats 
welcome all to come join them at their meetings this fall.
Young Democrats balance beliefs on campus
Students ‘elevate’ the stories of White County
Fashion merchandising students 
display clothing lines in gallery




Two men were put to death in Arkansas on Monday night, 
the first time a state has conducted two death sentences in 
one day since 2000, according to the Washington Post.
Convicted murderers Jack Jones and Marcel Williams 
received the lethal injection at 7:06 p.m. and 10:16 p.m., 
respectively, CNN reported on April 25. Jones was pronounced 
dead at 7:20 p.m. and Williams at 10:33 p.m.
According to NBC News, J.R. Davis, a spokesperson for 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson, described the executions as “flawless.” 
Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge released a 
statement following the executions.
“After several years of delay, Stacy Errickson’s family and 
friends have seen justice carried out for her brutal death on 
Nov. 20, 1994,” Rutledge said. “Stacy was a young mother of 
two when she was kidnapped, raped and strangled to death 
with the drawstring from the hood of her own jacket. I hope 
that tonight’s lawful execution brings much-needed peace to 
all of Stacy’s loved ones.”
Jones and Williams are the second and third of eight inmates 
originally scheduled for execution between April 17 and 27. 
Arkansas courts blocked four of the eight scheduled 
executions, but the state executed Ledell Lee on April 20, 
only minutes before his death warrant expired, NBC News 
reported. Lee, the first person put to death in Arkansas 
since 2005, was convicted in 1995 of murdering a woman 
in her home in 1993 and claimed innocence until his death, 
according to CNN.
According to NBC News, Williams did not make a 
final statement, but Jones made a lengthy and apologetic 
statement, including direct apologies to his victims’ families. 
After Jones’ execution, Williams’ lawyers claimed that the 
first execution was “torturous and inhumane,” prompting a 
federal district judge to issue a temporary stay on Williams’ 
execution, according to CNN. However, the state called the 
lawyers’ claims “utterly baseless” while a federal judge lifted 
the temporary stay, and Williams was executed soon after.
Matthew Swindle, assistant professor of criminal justice, 
said that the state’s choice to carry out multiple executions 
within such a short timeframe is constitutional, both on a 
state and national level.
“Faced with the prospect of carrying out the execution in 
April or continuing to delay the execution of inmates who 
committed their crimes between 18 and 28 years ago, the 
State has chosen to follow through with administering the 
sentence and seeing justice done for the family members of 
the crime victims,” Swindle said.
According to the Death Penalty Information Center, Jones’ 
and Williams’ lethal injections were the first consecutive 
executions in the United States since Texas carried out two 
death sentences on Aug. 9, 2000. According to the Department 
of Corrections, the last double execution in Arkansas was on 
Sept. 8, 1999, when Allen Willett and Mark Gardener were 
put to death.
Junior Rylee Quintana displays her clothing during the gallery on Thursday, April 27. Some of the cloth-
ing she designed included a pink dress with a sequin top and a choker made from a repurposed shirt.
Advanced photography students will be hosting 
a photo gallery exhibition today from 5–7 p.m. in 
room 124 of the Reynolds building.
RYANN HEIM | The Bison
Courtesy of KALEB TURNER
“It was really cool to make 
something that I like and that I 
came up with, and it really pushed 
us all to be more creative.”
- Junior Ranee Dillinger
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(Some) reasons why
A couple weeks ago, I finished watching all of the seasons of “Black Mirror” that have been 
released so far on Netflix. Each hour-long episode 
features different characters and a different storyline. 
One that I found especially relevant to my life right 
now was the first episode of the third season called 
“Nosedive.” It introduces the main character named 
Lacie and a social media-like technology that allows 
you to rank others out of five stars, appearing in your 
own field of vision. 
Lacie, a 4.2, wants to move to a fancier housing 
district to get away from her brother who has a lower 
rating than her. The only problem is that she can’t 
afford it, and only 4.5s can earn a major discount on 
the price. After her old childhood friend, Naomi, a 
4.8, invites her to be the maid of honor at her wed-
ding, she figures that she can write a heart-warming 
speech for the wedding and finally reach the 4.5 she 
needs to move to the fancy new house in the fancy 
new neighborhood.
When Lacie arrives at the airport, her flight gets 
canceled. She gets rather testy with the desk attendant 
and security is called. The officer gives her a one-point 
demotion and a 24-hour double damage penalty for 
each downvote. While hitchhiking to the wedding, 
she meets Susan, a truck driver with a very low score, 
who tells her that she stopped worrying about the 
ranking system when her husband was refused cancer 
treatment for being a 4.3 when he needed to be a 4.4.
It’s at this point that Naomi calls Lacie to tell her 
she is no longer welcome at the wedding since she has 
dropped to a score of 2.6. She sneaks in anyway, and 
after attempting to give the speech she had planned, 
she is downvoted to an absolute 0 score, threatens 
to stab the groom with the cake knife, and is carried 
off by police. 
There is a shot of the ranking technology being 
removed from Lacie’s eyes and she is taken to jail. In 
her transparent holding cell, she sees another man 
who is imprisoned there. They begin to curse at each 
other, realizing that nothing they can say or do has 
any tangible consequence anymore. The episode ends 
on a shot of Lacie smiling.
This may be an extreme example, but I don’t think 
this nightmarish situation is too much of a stretch 
considering current cultural context. We live in a 
society that ranks people with ease and frequency. 
We rely on the number of arbitrary social media likes 
and followers to gauge how popular or desirable we 
are. We assume the status of a person based on how 
much money they make. We don’t even realize that 
we subconsciously rank people in our minds because 
it’s so pervasive that it comes naturally. 
I don’t share the storyline of this episode to scare 
you or cause you to have an existential crisis (other 
episodes will do that even more so), but I do want to 
point out the dangers of ranking yourself and your 
fellow human beings. I know you’re worried about your 
final exams right now, but the only context in which 
your grades matter is here on campus. Thankfully, 
we live in a world that doesn’t use irrelevant points 
systems to actually numerically rank other people 
(yet). You’re here for only four years of your life (give 
or take), and after you graduate, literally no one will 
care if you got a C in your gen-ed psychology class. 
Your worth as a human being isn’t defined by the score 
that you earn on your finals or the GPA that shows 
up on your transcript. Relax.
In the words of my favorite improv show “Whose 




HANNAH J. MOORE is the opinions editor 
for the Bison. 
She may be contacted at hmoore@harding.edu. 
Twitter: @hannah_j_moore
‘Everything is made 
up, and the points 
don’t matter’
Recently, Netflix came out with a new original series titled “13 Reasons 
Why,” which tells the story of a girl who 
ended her life and the events which led 
to her decision. The series is difficult to 
watch because it deals with topics that 
we often keep silent about, and it doesn’t 
attempt to shy away from the gory reality 
of it. But what I found so great about it 
is that it has started many much needed 
conversations.
Many people have a hard time with 
how graphic the show is, and many are 
protesting that parents should not allow 
their kids to watch it. However, I believe 
that would be a mistake, as children may 
already be experiencing the same things 
in school, and this show may bring un-
derstanding that could help. 
I attempted to end my life several 
times in high school and even up until 
college, yet no one ever knew because I 
never talked about what I felt; I never 
felt like I could. Many times, adolescents 
in particular don’t even understand what 
they feel or why they feel the way they 
do, so putting it into words is difficult. I 
never fully understood how my experi-
ences really affected me until adulthood, 
and I never opened up about most of it 
until recently. I resonated with the main 
charcter Hannah because she also had 
a hard time expressing to others how 
she really felt. So Hannah, like myself, 
suffered in silence. 
Topics such as suicidal thoughts, sexual 
assault and bullying are hard issues to 
discuss, and many of us are uncomfortable 
having these conversations, but talking 
about them can be the difference between 
life or death for someone. I think it’s 
important for us to not only learn how 
to talk about these issues, but to learn 
how to listen when someone comes to 
us with them. 
One reason many of us never speak 
out is the fear that others will think we 
are somehow responsible for the things 
that have happened to us. In the show, 
after Hannah was sexually assaulted, 
she tried to reach out for help but was 
bombarded with questions about what 
she was doing at the time of the assault. 
Many times, conversations surrounding 
such topics come off as an interrogation 
of victims. If we really want to help, the 
best thing we can do is learn to be better 
listeners, because good intentions with bad 
responses can still lead to an unfortunate 
ending, as it did in this show.
The best thing we can do is show people 
that we are there for them and that we 
care. Even if you don’t understand what 
it’s like to want to end your life, you can 
be the reason someone makes the deci-
sion to continue living. As Christians, we 
shouldn’t be naïve enough to believe we 
are immune to these types of thoughts 
or circumstances, nor should we shy 
away from the topic. We can use these 
opportunities to be a light to someone 
who really needs it. We can spread hope 
to people who feel hopeless by being a 
living testimony of what God can do in 
our lives. It begins with simply showing 
kindness to everyone you encounter, 
because you truly don’t know what they 
are dealing with. So take the time to show 
someone you care; you never know just 
how big of a difference it could make. 
RANEISHA STASSIN is a 
guest writer for the Bison.
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Spring has always been my favorite season. Everything begins to turn 
green again, and the warmer weather 
melts away the cold days of winter. But 
most importantly, baseball returns from 
the dark recesses of the offseason. If 
you’ve spent much time around me, you 
know that St. Louis Cardinals baseball 
is one of my great loves beside the Lord 
of the Rings and Star Wars. That being 
said, I believe that many of the world’s 
great truths can be found within these.
Although some might wrongfully 
conclude otherwise, baseball is easily the 
greatest sport ever invented, but like many 
other sports, there is a strong reliance on 
the team. Even if one player stands out, 
the season won’t be won by that player 
alone. The team will win when every 
player carries out the function they have 
been given. In other words, teamwork 
makes the dream work.
In the same way, each of us has been 
given talents and gifts that are not alike, 
for “there are different kinds of gifts, but 
the same Spirit distributes them. There 
are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord. There are different kinds of working, 
but in all of them and in everyone it is 
the same God at work” (1 Cor. 12:4-6). 
God has given us these so we can better 
fulfill our purpose.
Seniors who are leaving in a few short 
days, juniors who are leaving in a few 
short months and underclassmen who 
are leaving in a few short years, make this 
your purpose in Christ: Be the kingdom in 
whatever situation you are in. Don’t limit 
your witness to moments of “evangelism,” 
because our lives are living sacrifices that 
are constantly on display for the world to 
see how we are representing Jesus.
How will you form a relationship with 
a fellow office worker to the glory of God? 
How will you participate in your club to 
the glory of God? How will you spend 
time with your friends to the glory of 
God? There is no set way to spread the 
kingdom; instead, use your talents and 
passion, that are a “manifestation of the 
spirit” and are “given for the common 
good” of the Church, to point people 
to the kingdom that is already here. (1 
Cor. 12:7)
I would like to give one last word on 
behalf of this year’s Student Association 
before the mantle is passed to next year’s 
elected leaders: We thank you for the 
opportunity to serve the student body 
this year. This opportunity has blessed 
each of us richly, and we hope that we 
have been able to bless you as well.
To the 2017-2018 Student Association, 
you are all talented leaders, and I challenge 
you not to give up, but to remain strong 
until the completion of your tenure. Rely 
on the Lord. Don’t give half-hearted effort, 
but work to the best of your ability when 
representing students. You can make next 
year one of the best Harding University 
has ever seen.
Let the Lord guide your steps as you 
go into next year. When Christ is the 
center of your life, your purpose will be 
clear. Give the good news to those who 
are yet to receive it. Embrace your purpose.
‘Embrace your purpose’
NOAH WATSON is the Student 
Association president.
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT... DEAD WEEK EDITION
Dillon Holsonback @Dillonh81·4/25/17
I am graduating from college in 11 days. I just attempted to see what a body 
wash smelled like & squirted it straight up my nose.
Kailey Pitts @kailspitts·4/25/17
Today I forgot about a presentation 30 minutes before it was due and had to 
download a google slides app to do the entire thing on my phone
Morgan Weiland @morgan_weiland·4/25/17
I forgot to eat dinner until midnight tonight but I remembered to love on my 
digital succulents twice so my priorities are clearly in order
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“A big thank you to all of our guest contributors this year!”
- Hannah J. Moore
Eight years ago, I ended the spring semester columns in song, borrowing 
a famous tune from “The Sound of Music.” 
I’m assuming since most of the students 
who were here in 2009 have graduated, 
perhaps I can get away with some recy-
cling. So here are a few highlights from 
the 2016-17 year at Harding. It’s always 
a pleasure to write for this community, 
and I wish you all a happy summer and 
rewarding days beyond. For best results, 
hum the music as you read:
Springtime at Harding with fresh flowers 
blooming
Projects are mounting and finals are
looming
Soon we’ll depart for those mid-summer 
flings
After I tell you my favorite things
Bison football had its best-ever season
Huckeba’s coaching was one major
reason
Pennants and jerseys and championship
rings
Victory’s one of our favorite things
Softball is now number two in the nation
Our team is simply the best in creation
Ouachita scoring on none of their swings
Shutouts are honestly marvelous things
Our rivals in girls’ basketball took a 
drumming
Conference and regional trophies kept
coming
Can’t wait to see what the next season
brings
Thirty-one wins are spectacular things
When the ref screams
When the loss stings
When we rue the score
I simply look back on these favorite
things
Like making the Final Four
Latest iPhones are like manna from
heaven
Everyone rushed out to get the new 7
I try to teach while the whole classroom
pings
Swiping away on your favorite things
Panda Express is sure raking in money
We’re all addicted to shrimp dipped in
honey
Sweet Fire Chicken that packs quite
a zing
Waiting in line for our favorite things
Race Street now features a new mega
Sonic
But blue lemonade is still oxymoronic
Why on this Earth did they close down
Hastings?
Bidding farewell to my favorite things
Einstein’s sells bagels and cinnamon
strudels
Or we’ll go out for Mongolian noodles
Mi Pueb has salsa that’s fit for a king
Overindulging my favorite things
When the pounds come
When the scale rings
When I’m feeling sore
I simply remember my favorite things
And then I go back for more
The new Harding read has our campus
discoursing
Freshmen to seniors we’re all 
Wilberforcing
Eric Metaxas’s praises we sing
His book is McLarty’s new favorite thing
Our Homecoming play was a smashing 
sensation
Tap-dancing cowboys defied explanation
Thankfully no one had ruptured
hamstrings
Choreographing our favorite things
When J-Mac performed half the campus
was squealing
“Beautiful Soul” made them all hit the
ceiling
Jesse speaks chipmunk, but also he sings
Swooning all over our favorite things
Animals sailing and stock markets
crashing
The Scots and the elves and the pizza
boys clashing
Rosie is riveting steel airplane wings
But judges picked cows as their favorite
things
When the year’s done
When the bell rings
When I’m feeling small
I simply remember this marvelous spring
I’ll see most of you next fall!
When I was in middle school, I joined an online Jedi Academy started by one of 
my older friends. My avatar, Ben Skywalker, 
was a pretty involved young padawan who 
quickly rose through the ranks and became a 
Jedi Knight. Through the use of chat rooms 
and story-building threads, I trained, dueled, 
attended classes, and wrote down my character’s 
perspective in the overarching adventure story 
we created together.
This lasted about two years, until the site 
was infiltrated by online predators and got shut 
down. At this point, I was only a few short weeks 
away from being promoted to Jedi Master and 
receiving a padawan of my own.
Needless to say, I was devastated. But look-
ing back, those were two great years of my life. 
Star Wars consumed my every waking thought 
from sixth to 10th grade, and being involved 
in something bigger than myself that fueled 
my infatuation was thrilling. We did not have 
internet at my house during this time, so I would 
spend hours at the local library absorbed in a 
world that maybe, just maybe, actually did exist 
a long time ago in a galaxy … well, you know.
During this time as a young Jedi, I spent my 
nights feverishly writing a novel set in the Star 
Wars universe. It was called “Anakin’s Quest” 
and took place between the first two prequel 
movies. Building on the characters I loved as 
dearly as any of my friends, I created a story that 
I considered to be my “life’s work” at the time.
A decade later, I’m still convinced the sto-
ryline I wrote was full of intrigue, adventure 
and romance, but the writing was atrocious, 
and the dialogue was a slightly more advanced 
reading of “run, Spot, run.” However, for my 
younger self, this was a world bigger than any-
thing the real world could offer. After all, this 
was a world where spaceships could be driven 
around the galaxy by people younger than me. 
They didn’t even need a space license. This 
was a world where medieval sword fights were 
filled with color and the oscillating humming 
of a thousand butterfly wings. Not only that, 
the advanced weaponry applied an instant 
cauterizing effect to human flesh, resulting in 
not a drop of spilled blood — a fact pleasing 
to the hemophobic representatives among us, 
such as myself.
The Star Wars universe allowed me to escape 
and take flight. Now, at 22 years old and on the 
verge of graduating from college, I once again 
find myself wanting to escape to another galaxy, 
but for different reasons.
At my slightly more advanced age, I see the 
real world as quite a big place. After all, this 
is a world where every penny I earn needs to 
be monitored for governmental tax purposes. 
I don’t even make that much money, and as a 
journalist, I probably never will. This is a world 
where cars don’t come equipped with the de-
flector shields of galactic spaceships. When I 
get hit by another object in an earth car, the 
object doesn’t just mysteriously disappear with-
out a mark. Not only that, I risk getting fined 
for reckless driving and being summoned to a 
court in Virginia, even though I live a thousand 
miles away in Arkansas (Spring Break this year 
was no picnic).
The world in which I find myself is unlike 
anything I imagined when I was younger. I 
don’t know if I’m ready for something bigger, 
but I have no choice.
All I can do now is write another storyline 
full of intrigue, adventure and romance — this 
one for myself. And I promise, if you ever show 
up in my story, I will do my best to make sure 
you are always happy; always healthy; always 
cared for. I will also make sure no predators 
infiltrate our plot.
Well, this is it. This is the end. Thanks for 
reading my columns every week. Take care of 
my best friend Savanna next year. This will be 
her space; I know she will fill it with many 
lovely thoughts.
joshua johnson
JOSHUA JOHNSON is the 
editor-in-chief for the Bison. 
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I’m not the kind of person who can fall asleep just anywhere. It takes me a 
while to get used to a new place, so the 
first night I spent in my freshman dorm, 
I didn’t sleep at all. Instead I watched as 
many movies as I could until I saw the 
sun come up. One of those movies was 
“Leap Year.”
It ’s about a lady named Anna who 
follows her boyfriend to Ireland so she 
can propose to him on leap day. Of course, 
she gets lost and meets this other guy and 
the rest of the movie happens exactly how 
you’d expect it to. While it’s not a movie 
I would recommend to my friends, I did 
find something of value in it.
The guy Anna meets in Ireland asks 
her a question. He asks what she would 
save if her apartment was on fire and she 
had only 60 seconds to grab something.
Of course I had to pause the movie 
and consider this for myself. Probably 
because it was around 4 a.m. and I think 
everything is super deep when I’m that 
tired. But what would I save? Would it 
be something as materialistic as my com-
puter or my favorite books? Or would I 
instinctively grab that shoebox filled with 
all the pictures of my grandpa? 
Toward the end of the movie, Anna 
stands in the middle of her apartment 
while the fire alarm blares. Her boyfriend 
tells her to look around for valuables like 
laptops, cameras, whatever, but she just 
stands there. She later says that when her 
60 seconds came around, she realized that 
she had everything she ever wanted, but 
nothing she really needed.
I don’t mean to ruin the movie for 
anyone, but I needed to include that in 
order to make my point mean something. 
While I’ve never been in a situation 
where I had to find out the answer to 
this question, I think about it every time 
we have a fire drill in Stephens dorm and 
every time my smoke detector goes off 
when I cook (which is every time I cook). 
I even took that shoebox out from under 
my bed and moved it to a place where I 
could easily grab it, just in case. 
What would you grab if you only had 
60 seconds? Think about it. What’s the 
most important thing you have? Why is 
it so important, and what does that say 
about your priorities? 
My perspective changed when I realized 
that my first answer was probably my 
computer when it should have been that 
shoebox. What would you grab?
You’ve got 60 seconds.
JAISA HOGUE is the news 
editor for the Bison.
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‘You’ve got 60 seconds’
RAIANNE MASON
student writer
The Lady Bisons softball team sealed the 
Great American Conference regular season 
championship title following a 3-1 series win 
against Arkansas Tech on April 18 and another 
3-1 series win against Arkansas Monticello, this 
weekend on April 23 and 24.
The team lost 1-2 in the first game against 
Tech, but rallied and beat them in the second 
game 2-1 to win the series 3-1.  In game one 
there were three hits, all by different players. 
Game two followed suit, with five hits from five 
different players.
Head coach Phil Berry believes his team’s 
ability to utilize so many different players has 
led to their success this season.
 “One of the strengths of our team is that 
we can produce offense from any part of the 
batting order,” Berry said. “We are balanced as 
a team. We are at or near the top of the con-
ference leaders in most offensive, defensive and 
pitching categories.”
Senior outfielder Courtney Derrick agreed, 
adding that their success comes through teamwork.
“Our biggest strength as a team is being a 
team,” Derrick said. “We use every person on 
this team to be successful. We care more about 
the team’s success and doing anything we have 
to do to win rather than our own individual 
successes.”
After their series win against Tech, the team 
faced two double headers against Arkansas 
Monticello. They swept the first two games 
7-5 and 3-0. These two wins sealed the regular 
season championship title for the Lady Bisons.
“It is exciting to be first in conference for the 
first time in program history, but it also is a re-
minder that we need to work even harder because 
there are great teams in this conference and any 
of them could be where we are,” Derrick said.
Senior catcher Kimmy Hendricks-Campbell 
had three of the 13 hits for Harding in game one 
of the series, with two RBIs. Hendricks-Cambell, 
Derrick, and sophomores Alexus Lawellin and 
Peyton Mills went 2-for-4 at the plate in the 
second game.
Freshman pitcher Autumn Humes pitched in 
her 20th complete game and her 10th shutout 
of the season in game two.
Game three of the series resulted in a loss of 
0-4, but the team rallied in the final game for a 
12-3 victory, winning the series 3-1.
“As always I am very proud of this team,” 
Hendricks-Campbell said. “One game did not 
go as planned for us, but we bounced back like 
we always do. We take one pitch at a time and 
give it our best. Whether we are up or down, 
we keep fighting.”
Highlights of game four included 14 hits with 
two home runs. The first by Humes in the fifth 
inning and a three run homer by senior third 
baseman Amanda Berdon in the sixth inning.
The Lady Bisons will play their final regular 
season series at home against Northwestern 
Oklahoma April 28-29. This will also be the 
Bisons’ senior day.
 Harding will be the No. 1 seed going into 
the GAC tournament held in Bentonville, Ar-
kansas, on May 4.
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On Sunday, April 23, 
Lionel Messi made history 
in one of the biggest rivalries 
in all of sports. 
Messi made his Barcelona 
debut on Oct. 16, 2004 and 
scored his first goal for the 
Catalans on May 1, 2005. 
Since then, Messi has scored 
500 goals for the La Liga 
powerhouse, his 500th goal 
coming against league rival 
Real Madrid in the “El Clasico.” 
There has been a debate 
for as long as I can remember 
about who the best soccer 
player in the world is: Messi 
or Cristiano Ronaldo. The two 
have battled it out in La Liga 
for over eight years now, and 
the two continue to go back 
and forth, both showing how 
great they are.
When it comes down to 
it, Messi is the best player in 
the world, and it is no wonder 
why. He has scored over 500 
career goals during his time 
in Barcelona, every single one 
with nothing but pure class. He 
doesn’t showboat when he has 
the ball at his feet like Ronaldo 
does. He doesn’t complain to 
the referees when he is touched 
or fouled by a defender. He 
simply receives the ball and 
majestically finesses his way 
through the defense and puts 
the ball in the back of the net.
While he has scored many 
incredible goals, his game-winner 
against Real Madrid on Sunday 
was probably his best yet.
The game clock struck the 
90th minute, and the assistant 
referee put two minutes of 
stoppage time on his board. 
The game was tied at two goals 
apiece. Messi has always been 
a player who thrives under 
pressure, and this moment 
was no different. 
It started when Sergi Ro-
berto made an incredible run 
down the pitch and sent in a 
perfect ball to Andre Gomes 
who then sent a pass to Jordi 
Alba on the left side of the box, 
taking all of the attention off 
of the best player on the field.
Alba made the pass back 
towards the top of the box to 
Messi who did what he does 
best, and finished off Madrid 
with one strike off of his left 
foot.
If the goal didn’t break 
the hearts of Madrid fans 
everywhere, Messi’s ensuing 
celebration did. After the 
game-winning goal hit the 
back of the net, Messi jogged 
his way over to the corner flag 
and removed his jersey. As 
soon as he got to the corner, 
he stood, facing the crowed, 
showing off his name on the 
back of the jersey. It was as 
if he was making sure they 
knew who the best player in 
the world really is.
So, after all this debate after 
all these years, it is still safe to 
say that we may never know 
who the best player in the 
world is. Messi and Ronaldo 
are both great, and they will 
both continue to be great until 
they eventually retire. They 
both will probably go down 
as the two greatest players of 
all time. But as for now, after 
an incredible El Clasico, Messi 





TAYLOR HODGES is the 
head sports editor for the 
Bison. He may be contacted 
at thodges@harding.edu.
Twitter: @thodges_2
Senior third baseman Amanda Berdon fields a ground ball in their game against 
Arkansas Tech on April 18. The Lady Bisons won three games in the series against 
Tech and sealed the No. 1 overall seed in the Great American Conference tournament, 
which will be played in Bentonville, Arkansas, starting on May 4.
EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison
Lady Bisons claim top overall seed
The Lady Bisons softball team remains No. 1 
in the region and No. 2 in the NFPCA Poll
THEIR BEST YEAR, from 1A
“We worked really hard to build the culture that is in place,” Huckeba 
said. “I had tremendous support from our coaches, and it was definitely 
a team effort. We had an incredible senior leadership, and all of that 
went together to put together a culture that was very successful.”
To close out the weekend of Nov. 5-6, the men’s soccer team was 
able to defeat Oklahoma Baptist University (OBU) on Sunday, Nov. 
6, to win the program’s first ever conference title.
“It was exciting, but it was something that we didn’t really talk about 
at the beginning of the year,” head coach Jon Ireland said. “We didn’t 
talk about winning a conference championship, having the best year 
in school history or breaking records. Our focus was to take it one day 
at a time and to focus on what we can control. Now we’re focused on 
next year and trying to do big things again.”
This was Ireland’s first year as the head coach of the Bisons soccer 
team, coaching them to their first ever winning season with 14 wins 
and their first GAC title. This was also the third conference title in 
two days for Harding Athletics.
“A year like this allows you to start shooting for the stars a little bit 
more,” Ireland said. “It shows the guys what we can do now and what 
we can shoot for in the future.”
The Lady Bisons volleyball team claimed their third regular-season 
GAC championship on Thursday, Nov. 10 by defeating the University 
of Arkansas-Monticello (UAM) in four games. This was the fourth 
conference title won by a Harding athletics team in the 2016-17 season. 
This win gave Harding the No. 1 overall seed in the GAC tournament, 
but the Lady Bisons’ tournament championship hopes fell short when 
they lost to Southeastern Oklahoma State University (SEOSU) in five 
games in the first round of the tournament.
After football season ended in December, it was time to shift over 
to basketball. By this point in the season, the Lady Bisons basketball 
team was already 4-0 in conference play, and they were just beginning 
their historic run to the Final Four.
“The total Elite Eight experience was amazing,” head coach Tim 
Kirby said. “I think everybody left there wanting to try to do that 
again. Hopefully building off of some of this success is something 
that will happen. Every team is different, and I think this year’s team 
has something pretty special that I think they will remember for a 
very long time.”
The Lady Bisons would finish 21-1 in the GAC going on an 11-
game win streak, losing to SWOSU by one point on Jan. 26, and then 
closing out the season on a 10-game winning streak before winning 
the GAC championship. Harding defeated Arkansas Tech 75-73 on a 
game-winning shot from sophomore center Sydnie Jones, who finished 
with 30 points for the game.
This win would send the Lady Bisons to the regional tournament, 
which they held in the Rhodes-Reaves Fieldhouse. Harding won their 
first two games to advance to the regional championship against No. 
6 Emporia State, where they would come from 18 points down in the 
third quarter to win the game 58-56, giving the program its first re-
gional title and advancing them to the Elite Eight in Columbus, Ohio.
Harding was the No. 4 seed in the Elite Eight and took on the No. 
5 seed Queens College Knights out of Queens, New York. They won 
that game 73-69 to advance to the Final Four where they lost to the 
No. 1 seed and eventual national champions Ashland University 90-
77, bringing their historic run to an end, but continuing the historic 
year for Harding sports.
The Harding softball team added another conference championship 
trophy to this year’s repertoire when they clinched the GAC regular 
season title after defeating UAM in a doubleheader on Sunday, April 
23. These two wins put the Lady Bisons at 45-5 overall and 35-3 in 
the conference.
In the fifth season of the program, this is the most successful season 
the softball team has had. It began when the team went on a GAC-record 
26-game winning streak before losing 1-0 to East Central University 
(ECU). After taking the series against ECU with three wins and one 
loss, the Lady Bisons went on to sweep the No. 7 team in the nation, 
Southern Arkansas University (SAU), which catapulted the Lady 
Bisons into one of the top rankings in the country. As of April 19, the 
Lady Bisons are ranked No. 2 in the nation and No. 1 in the region, 
the first time in program history to be ranked this high in both polls.
To close out to what is probably the greatest year in the history of 
Harding athletics, both men’s and women’s track teams won their second 
straight conference title. Harding hosted the championship meet, and 
this is the second year of the GAC championship meet. 
The teams had five combined individual winners and head coach 
Steve Guymon won the coach of the year award for both men and 
women. Both teams also combined for 15 athletes that received schol-
ar-athlete honors. 
Needless to say, it has been a year full of victory and excitement for 
Harding athletics. While these seven teams were able to win some sort 
of conference title, all of the athletic teams had a season that they can 
look back on and remember.
“2016-17 has been a perfect storm for sports at Harding,” Sports 
Information Director Scott Goode said. “We have had a tremendous 
group of seniors that have landed on these teams, and you feel like the 
leadership and the success has come from these seniors. It has kind 
of been hard to catch our breath because there hasn’t really been any 
down time where we aren’t trying to promote several of these teams 
having, what some might consider, their best year ever.”
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Favorite activity during 
the summer?
“Swimming.”
“FInding a good 
concert to go to.”
“Play golf.”
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6. The NHL Playoffs — I’ll start here because, to be honest, 
I know very little about professional hockey. But an 8-seed 
swept a 1-seed in the first round, so it’s bound to be fun. 
Quick, everybody jump on the Preds bandwagon with me!
5. The NFL Draft — Yes, it’s actually in April, but we 
won’t stop talking about it until the season starts. This draft 
is more about running backs than quarterbacks because, 
well, Mitch Trubisky (who?) has emerged as the best QB 
available, and the class boasts ball carriers Leonard Fournette, 
Christian McCaffrey and Dalvin Cook. Where those three 
end up will be interesting to watch. Plus, we all want to see 
if the Dallas Cowboys can extend their one-year streak of 
making good draft choices, don’t we?
4. Federer & Nadal — For all of you nostalgic tennis 
fans out there, this could be a heck of a summer. 35-year-old 
and recent Australian Open champ Roger Federer has lost 
one match this year. His longtime rival Rafael Nadal, who 
was the runner up in Melbourne, is playing the best tennis 
he’s played since 2014. Now the two greatest tennis players 
of all time (yeah, I said it) will each hit their best surfaces 
feeling 23 again. Nadal will likely be the favorite to win his 
tenth French Open title on the clay at Roland Garros and 
Federer will go for his eighth title on the grass at Wimbledon. 
3. Cavs-Warriors Part III — Once we stop lying to our-
selves about who will upset their way into the NBA Finals, 
we’ll realize how blessed we are to get to watch this series for 
a third straight year. Sure, the Cavs struggled for stretches 
this season and play below average defense, but you can do 
that in the NBA when your best players are named LeBron 
and Kyrie.  We’ll see if those two can lead Cleveland to a 
repeat over Golden State, the best team ever to be completely 
overshadowed in the media by Russell Westbrook for the 
entire first round of the playoffs (guys, the Thunder lost; he’s 
still the MVP; stop talking about him).
2. ESPN — For my whole life, ESPN has been THE 
sports media outlet. When I was a kid, I ran into the living 
room anytime I heard the SportsCenter theme song to make 
sure I caught that day’s most important game highlights. But 
sports media has changed. Highlights of a buzzer-beater are 
on a screen in my hand within seconds. Now, in 2017, fans 
expect something more than highlights from a company like 
ESPN, and the fact is, they have struggled to adapt. Their 
ratings are rapidly decreasing, they have lost well-known 
employees to competitors like Fox Sports and Turner, and 
earlier this week, they laid off over 100 on-air reporters. This 
changing landscape is something to at least keep an eye on 
over the next few months.
1. Baseball’s oldest rivalry renewed — The Boston Red 
Sox and the New York Yankees have not made the MLB 
Playoffs in the same year since 2009. Let’s hope that streak 
ends this year. While the playoffs won’t start until October, 
the picture will be somewhat painted by the All-Star Break 
in July. The Yankees’ slew of young talent is finally emerging, 
even without slugger Gary Sanchez, and Chase Headley 
hasn’t stopped hitting yet. Meanwhile, the acquisition of 
former White Sox ace Chris Sale and the hot bats of Andrew 
Benintendi (go Hogs) and Mookie Betts have the Red Sox 
looking like a contender. A Yankees-Red Sox ALCS could 
be coming soon.
caleb rowan
Hurler on the 
Ditch
Six sports stories you should 
pay attention to this summer 
CALEB ROWAN is the FORMER head sports editor for 
the Bison. He may be contacted at crowan@harding.edu.
EMILY FAULKNER
 asst. sports editor
Harding men’s and women’s track teams won the Great 
American Conference championships Saturday, April 22 
for the second year in a row at Ted Lloyd Track. Head 
coach Steve Guymon was named Coach of the Year for 
both teams. 
The Bisons won with 229 points, topping second-place 
Southern Arkansas’ 152 points. The Lady Bisons won with 
201 points with Southern Arkansas in second place with 
140 points. 
The men’s team did not win a running event Saturday 
but had eight-point, second-place finishes from sopho-
more Camden Barrett in the 1,500 meters (3:57.93) and 
800 meters (1:56.30). Senior Lucas Goodspeed earned six 
points in the 5,000 meters (15:06.49).
“Training this year was much more intense than year’s 
past,” Goodspeed said. “I had high expectations for myself 
because of the training we did, and for the most part, I feel 
like my races reflected my fitness.”  
Senior Josh Syrotchen won the shot put, discus and 
hammer throw and received the Most Outstanding Athlete 
honor for the second straight season.
Junior Cameron Bienz won the high jump with a clear-
ance of 6 feet, 4.75 inches. Freshman Tyler McCallister won 
the javelin with a throw of 165 feet, 8 inches. Syrotchen’s 
winning throw in the discus was 179 feet, 8 inches and in 
the shot put, 51 feet, 10.50 inches.
“Leading up to conference training was about taking lots 
and lots of jumps and then resting to recover for meets,” 
Bienz said. “I’d say the most rewarding thing has been the 
relationships made throughout the last three years; I really 
looked up to (junior) Kendell Naceaceno and (senior) Trey 
Adkison as role models this year.”
The women’s individual event championships on Saturday 
came from freshman Jenni Nadeau in the javelin (119 feet, 
11 inches) and freshman Diana Davis in the pole vault (10 
feet, 6 inches).
The Lady Bisons top finishes in the running events were 
a second-place finishes from junior Madison Drennan in 
the 1,500 meters (4:44.10), senior Melita Sutherland in 
the 800 meters (2:16.94), and junior Raianne Mason in 
the 400 hurdles (1:05.23).
“I would have to brag on the mid distance girls that I 
trained with all semester- we got really close because we 
ran together every day,” Sutherland said. “We also pushed 
each other to be the best that we could be; if one of us was 
having a bad day, the other girls would step up and take the 
lead on the workout.”
Harding combined to have six team members win the 
Crafton Tull Elite Scholar-Athlete honor with perfect 4.00 
GPAs. They were Raianne Mason, Casey Griggs, Kaylie 
Lassiter, Sylvie Mueller, Lucas Goodspeed and Jared Mannon.
Harding had nine combined athletes earning Crafton 
Tull Distinguished Scholar Athlete awards for posting 
cumulative GPAs of 3.70 or higher with 70 or more credit 
hours. These students were Caroline Embry, Amber Webb, 
Melita Sutherland, Vanessa Shields, Victoria Hood, Kirstie 
Smith, Bethany Engel, Lawson Belcher and Tucker Windley.
“Training the week before the conference week was re-
ally good; we backed off a little and gave our muscles some 
time to relax and get ready,” Sutherland said. “I was really 
hoping to PR, but I was not expecting to PR by how much 
I actually did.”
GAC Champs, again
Harding men’s and women’s track teams both won the Great American Conference Championship 
on Saturday, April 22, for the second consecutive year. This is the seventh GAC title that Harding has 
won this year. 
courtesy of BETTY EVANS
“We also pushed each other to be the best 
that we could be; if one of us was having a 
bad day, the other girls would step up and 
take the lead on the workout.” 
- Senior Melita Sutherland
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“He was the same age as my son at the time, and the little 
boy’s mama was dying. That would be one you would transfer 
to NorthStar and then hang up, but that little kid was by 
himself with his mama and she’s dying, and he’s freaking 
out. I had him halfway calm and I was not going to let him 
go. I stayed on the phone with him while we dispatched 
NorthStar. I didn’t let him go, and he saw her take her last 
breath,” Lola, a Searcy Police Department (SPD) dispatch 
worker, said (last name withheld for confidentiality).
Lola, a dispatcher for approximately 13 years, said the 
people who work at the SPD give the department a unique 
quality compared to others. She is one of the dispatchers who 
answers police-station calls and responds to 911 emergencies. 
Working closely with police officers, the employees make 
life-or-death decisions every day. 
The Searcy dispatch office, located in the SPD, answers 
all 911 and nonemergency related calls for the fire and 
police departments, as well as forwards calls to NorthStar. 
According to Michelle Jobe, dispatch supervisor for the 
SPD, the office receives 150 to 175 calls a day, 75-100 of 
them being 911 calls. They talk and type simultaneously and 
forward information to the specific department.
“It almost seems like 911 is an entity in its own, but 
it’s people — real people who answer that phone and we 
are the true first responders,” Jobe said. “When something 
tragic happens in someone’s life, an emergency, we are the 
first people they talk to — not the officer, not the fireman, 
not the paramedic — it’s us. I don’t think the people realize 
that we do speak with people on the worst days of their lives, 
every day, all day.”
A 2015 Business Insider article ranked police, fire and 
ambulance dispatch as the most stressful job in the U.S. 
According to a 2012 study from the Journal of Traumatic 
Stress, 911 operators are at risk for duty-related trauma that 
may lead to post-tramatic stress disorder (PTSD).
“What we hear on a daily basis, we can’t unhear,” Jobe 
said.  “We can’t unhear the screaming of the mother who just 
found her child dead. We can’t unhear the officer screaming 
when he’s being shot at — we can’t unhear that. And at night, 
when you lie down, where (what) the officers see they can’t 
unsee, we can’t unhear.”
When 2-year-old Malik Drummond was reported miss-
ing on Nov. 24, 2014, Jobe coordinated search and response 
teams. Jobe was on-call 24/7 and worked 36 consecutive 
hours before returning home. She said she worked nearly 
100 hours that week.
The dispatchers at the SPD agreed that a career as an 
emergency operator is a lifestyle, calling it “the hardest 
job you will ever get addicted to.” They hug their families 
tighter and teach their children how to navigate the city’s 
neighborhoods and which areas to avoid.
“After I had been here about 10 or 15 years, I had an 
aunt come to me and tell me, ‘You’re not the same person 
you used to be; you’re not happy,’” Jobe said. “You can’t hear 
what we hear and deal with what we deal with and it not 
affect you on a level that changes you forever.”
Lola began working with law enforcement when she 
was 25 years old. She first worked in a jail before the SPD. 
After working for several departments, she said the SPD has 
become like family and is an encouragement and support 
group during mentally and emotionally challenging days.
“When you start working in law enforcement, there is 
no family like it,” Lola said. “You feel like someone always 
has your back whether your true family is there or not. 
Some departments are better than others, and this is the 
best department I’ve ever worked for.”
During training, dispatchers are required to accompany 
an officer on patrol, and officers in training are required to 
spend time in the dispatch office. The dispatchers agreed 
that their work is often not recognized or appreciated by 
the public, but officers often inform them on the progress 
of cases they initially responded to.
“The only way to keep coming back here year after year, 
day after day is before leaving the parking lot when your 
shift’s over, you sit in your car and you think, ‘Who did I help 
today?’” Jobe said. “I promise you will think of at least one 
person, and that will bring you back the next day — that’s 
what I’ve been doing for 26 years.”
This is the final installment of the “Behind the Blue” series. 
Preceding pieces can be found online at thelink.harding.edu.
JOSHUA JOHNSON
editor-in-chief
According to Elder Karter Ockey, one of two Mormon 
missionaries serving in the Searcy ward of Latter Day 
Saints, young Mormon men are encouraged to embark on 
the traditional two-year missionary journey, though they 
are not forced to. 
“It’s a priesthood duty that you are just asked to do,” Elder 
Ockey said. “We have a mission president over all the area, 
and his calling is to pray and seek revelation and seek out 
where missionaries are needed.”
Elder Ockey, 20, is from a small town in southern Utah. 
His companion, Elder Austin Smith, 19, is from Spokane, 
Washington. Both are currently in the nineteenth month 
of their two-year mission. Elder Ockey has been serving in 
Searcy for five months; Elder Smith for only two weeks.
“Definitely long before a missionary leaves home, they 
have places they want to go and places they would like to 
go, but ultimately it’s up to the Lord where they will be sent 
to accomplish the most work,” Elder Smith said. “Actually, 
I love Arkansas. It’s pretty great, I guess.”
Mormon missionaries are sent out two by two, and ac-
cording to Elder Ockey, they do everything together because 
of Christ’s calling for testimony to take place in the presence 
of two or more witnesses.
“Don’t get me wrong, it takes some getting used to,” 
Elder Ockey said. “Elder Smith just got here … so in the 
first couple days, you have to try to get to know (the) other, 
see how each other works, things like that. Pretty much the 
only time we aren’t together is when we are in the bathroom. 
Other than that, we are always together.”
According to Dr. Shawn Daggett, professor of Bible and 
director for the Center for World Missions, there is something 
to be admired in the Mormon’s dedication to sharing their 
faith. Daggett returned this week from Boston with a class 
of students studying the history of mission work, where 
they met with 11 young Mormon elders and sisters, as well 
as one of the mission presidents for the area.
“(The Mormon missionaries) we met (this week) in 
Boston have been working harder at being patient, kind 
and gentle in the face of rejection,” Daggett said. “That is 
what Jesus taught us to do, after all: if someone strikes one 
cheek, turn the other also.”
Every day, Elder Ockey and Elder Smith wake up at 6:30 
a.m. and plan out their work for the day. Their daily proselytism 
generally consists of door-knocking and handing out copies 
of the Book of Mormon, but they also take advantage of 
lesser known outlets for missionary work, including pick-up 
basketball games, frisbee golf and various service projects.
“(Rejection) can be pretty discouraging,” Elder Ockey said. 
“I know for the first two or three months of my mission, the 
thing that really got me was being seen as the weird Mormon 
guy walking around in a shirt and tie while people look at 
me and go, ‘Hey look at those Jesus people,’ or whatever.”
However, what he sees as little miracles get Elder Ockey 
through each day.
“The Lord will always give me the boost I need, even if 
it’s just someone offering us a glass of water, or something 
like that,” Elder Ockey said.
Both Searcy elders said that their desire to serve in the 
mission field is rooted in a desire to share the Book of 
Mormon with others. However, according to Elder Ockey, 
this desire is often roadblocked by a generation that does 
not have an open mind. 
“A lot of people are not willing to receive answers from 
different places and look for answers in different places,” 
Elder Ockey said. “Mormonism and Christianity agree on 
one important thing, and that is that Jesus Christ is the son 
of God. I definitely think this generation in general is trying 
to find the answer to that question. But one of the things 
we talk about is that once a person is ready to answer that 
question for themselves and finds out for themselves that 
Jesus Christ is the son of God, they have to also be willing 
to change their life because of that knowledge. … I think 
people today just want to know things, but they don’t want 
to have to do things.”
According to Elder Smith, everything that Mormons teach 
comes down to one question: Is the Book of Mormon true? 
But even for a young man raised in a household of Latter 
Day Saints, this is not necessarily an easy question to answer.
“I really had to take time and learn for myself if (the 
Book of Mormon) is true or not,” Elder Smith said. “I had 
a small testimony when I came out. I could say the words, 
‘I believe this is true,’ but I hadn’t been tested, and I hadn’t 
learned for myself yet.”
Elder Smith said that it took the first year of his two-year 
mission to find the conviction he had been seeking.
According to junior Bible and missions major Emily Reid, 
she is amazed at the fact that there are 79,000 Mormon 
missionaries preaching their message around the world.
“Are we taking as seriously the task to go into all nations 
and make disciples through the spirit of Christ?” Reid said. 
“In comparison to the proselytism of those of us young adults 
at Harding, I do believe it is a wake-up call.”
Reid said that although it is impressive for young people 
to spend two years on a mission, missionary work can take 
on many different forms.
“It is more than just time,” Reid said. “It has everything 
to do with love — the love of God, his Son Jesus and the 
love of his creation. We are all called to missions, but not to 
every aspect of missions. We are all called to be missionaries, 
but each in the realm that God has called us to.”
Daggett said that, with missionaries of all faiths and 
backgrounds, he admires their willingness to step out of 
their comfort zones.
“It’s impressive that so many Mormon young people 
dedicate two years of their lives to missions,” Daggett said. 
“But it’s even more effective and Christ-like for our Harding 
graduates who spend three or four years preparing for a 
specific field and learning what they can about that culture 
and language, to be able to share with them not just for 
two years, but for a lifetime. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 
2:8 that we ‘not only shared the Gospel with you, but we 
shared our lives as well.’”
As their mission prepares to come to an end, Searcy’s 
elders said they are excited to return home, attend college 
and find spouses. According to Elder Ockey, these last two 
years have been an adventure he will never forget.
“I’m pretty sure, for the next 10 years, most of the stories 
I tell my friends and my family will be stories from my 
mission,” Elder Ockey said.
Editor-in-chief Joshua Johnson interviews Elder Austin Smith and Elder Karter Ockey at the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints on Skyline Drive in Searcy on Sunday, April 13. After highschool, 
students of the Mormon faith are encouraged to spend up to two years on the mission field.
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“We are all called to missions, but not 
to every aspect of misisons. We are all 
called to be missionaries, but each in 
the realm that God has called us to.”
- Junior Emily Reid
Visiting with Searcy Mormon missionaries 
Answering the call, life of Searcy dispatchers
Searcy Police Department Dispatch Supervisor Michelle Jobe works alongside an operator in the SPD 
dispatch office on Wednesday, April 26.
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Find out how students balance saving and using DCB
Born to be wild (and sweet)
JAISA HOGUE
news editor
There are three types of people 
when it comes to spending DCB.
First, there are those rare people 
with great self-control who budget 
their DCB and actually stick to it. 
Sophomore accounting major Hollee 
Phelps is one of those people. 
Phelps said she took the amount 
of DCB she had at the beginning 
of the year and divided it by the 
number of weeks in the semester 
to get an estimate of how much 
money she would allow herself to 
spend each week. 
“I say estimate because I do not 
always spend all of what I budget for 
a week, so sometimes I have more 
the next the week,” Phelps said. “It 
is all about balance and knowing 
how much money you have.” 
She advised those who struggle 
with maintaining DCB to make 
a habit of asking for receipts. She 
also said she recommended using 
a checkbook app to keep up with 
how much money you spend and 
what you spend it on each month.
“There are many (apps) that are 
similar and free so it just depends 
on your preferences,” Phelps said. 
“And recently, I found through a 
very vague Google search that you 
can check your DCB online. This is 
great if you don’t want to go through 
the trouble of recording everything.”
On the opposite side of the spec-
trum, there are the people like me 
who throw budgets out the window 
and blow all their DCB before Spring 
Break. Junior David Taylor said he 
falls into this category, because he 
usually runs out of DCB halfway 
through the semester.
“My motto is ‘I only get what I 
need,’” Taylor said. “But I seem to 
always need coffee or some tacos 
daily.”
Taylor said he spends most of 
his DCB on crunchy tacos from 
Taco Bell and, even though he’s 
tried, he just hasn’t been able to 
kick the habit.
“I tried to make it further this 
semester by only eating Taco Bell 
once a week, but I found myself 
getting more coffee with all of my 
extra DCB I was saving,” Taylor 
said. “It is a real struggle because 
I think of it as invisible money. It 
doesn’t feel like real money, so I 
just spend DCB anytime I have a 
craving.”
Finally, there are people who, 
believe it or not, completely forget 
about their DCB and end up having 
$100 to spend in the last few weeks 
of the school year. A tip for those of 
you who spend it all super quickly: 
find a friend like sophomore Mariah 
McClellan, who forgot to spend her 
DCB freshman year. 
“I had it in my head for some 
reason that it wasn’t something I 
should be spending, like it was really 
important, and I needed to save it 
for something,” McClellan said. “I 
guess in my head I just thought this 
DCB is a big deal, and you better 
not waste it.”
McClellan said she had so much 
left at the end of last year that she 
could not spend it all by herself, 
and she ended up paying for her 
friend’s coffees or Chick-fil-A 
lunches. She said she even bought 
lunch for someone she had just met 
10 minutes before.
“I think it was like the last month 
or two of school when I literally 
just started offering to buy people 
things,” McClellan said. “I think the 
last two weeks of school, I bought 
a bagel and coffee from Einstein’s 
every day. I just bought a lot of 
stuff and bought other people a 
lot of stuff.”
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Wild Sweet Williams founder and owner Lisa Ford bakes pastries by hand. Samples of Ford’s culinary 
treats include babkas, kolaches, scones and Czech sweetbread filled with sweet cream or poppyseeds.
CLAIRE PATTON
head web editor
Since its opening in October, the bakery Wild Sweet 
Williams has become a popular name throughout Hard-
ing’s campus and the Searcy community. The shop, owned 
by Lisa Ford, offers various homemade pastries such as 
scones, babkas and kolaches, a Czech sweetbread filled 
with fruit, sweet cream and/or poppyseeds. 
“I don’t remember not baking,” Ford said. “It’s kind 
of like religion is for people, you never really remember 
when you got it. It ’s just always been there. It ’s what 
we did in our family to bless people — baking stuff and 
taking it to the neighbors and to church people and to 
people who are sick or sad.”
When she was 15 years old, Ford was given the op-
portunity to travel to Europe for the summer, but her 
parents only allowed her to go if she raised the funds 
herself. With no job, Ford said she began holding bake 
sales in a local bank lobby. In time, she raised enough 
money to go on the trip to Europe, but she never thought 
she would make a living from her baking.
Ford studied at Harding and got married before her 
husband was stationed in Italy in the Air Force. They 
moved back to Searcy in 2000 where she focused on 
being a mom to their growing family. When a couple of 
her friends opened Midnight Oil Coffeehouse, Ford was 
asked if she wanted to bake for them on the side. She 
began baking for them, but still did not see the hobby 
as a way to make a living.
Two years ago, Ford and her daughters decided to start 
baking for the Searcy Farmer’s Market. The small busi-
ness, Three Birds Bakery, soon garnered a large response. 
“Searcy proved to us that they wanted a bakery, that 
they wanted baked goods and that they would buy our 
pastries,” Ford said.
Ford had begun doing wholesale and partnering with 
local businesses like Kibo Midnight Oil and Burrito 
Day to sell her scones when her father suggested she 
open her own business, but Ford did not like the idea 
of being stuck in one place.
“I liked to flitter and flutter around and not be tied 
down to one central location,” Ford said.
When her father was diagnosed with cancer and moved 
to hospice in 2015, Ford stopped baking in order to be 
with him. She and her sisters then began brainstorming 
the bakery and decided on the name Wild Sweet Wil-
liams, in reference to the wildflowers they would pick 
in Missouri and because her father’s name was William.
While she only planned the bakery because it brought 
her father joy, Ford never expected to follow through, but 
soon she found herself renting a space off the square and 
promising her friend to open just one day even though 
she was scared to sell retail. One day became two until 
Wild Sweet Williams began opening five days a week 
in January and Ford stopped doing wholesale.
Ford has made the business a family one, and it is not 
unusual to find her children, even her 6 year old, helping 
her behind the counter. Each week has a different set of 
12 scone flavors, but customer favorites blueberry and 
chocolate chip have become staples.
Wild Sweet Williams is located on 304B S. Main 
Street in Searcy and is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 7 to 11 a.m. or until sold out.RYANN HEIM | The Bison
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